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BOOK REVIEWS. 

A University Text-book of Botany. By Douglas Houghton Campbell. 
8vo. 579 pages, 493 figures, 15 plates. Price, $4.00. The Macmillan 
Company, 1902. 

American botany has for some time felt the need of a university text-book based 
on American material and adapted to our wants. Germany has such a work in the 
now celebrated Bonn text of Strasburger, Noll, Schenk and Schimper, and we have 
been forced either to use this book, whose translations are far behind the frequent 
revised editions of the German, or to make use of several texts written in English 
good in certain fields of the subject, but none altogether well rounded and thoroughly 
satisfactory. Perhaps the time is past when one man can write a university text. 
Certainly the happy co-operation of several men, experts in various fields, will pro- 
duce the best results. 

Professor Douglas H.Campbell.of Stanford University.has written thefirst American 
University text from a modern point of view. It is a large volume, well illustrated 
with many new and well executed figures drawn by the author and is based on material 
generally familiar to American botanists. Of its 550 pages about four-fifths treat of 
morphology and classification, one-tenth is devoted to physiology and the other tenth 
covers topics of an ecological character, together with a short account of the geological 
and geographical distribution of plants. 

Such a division of the subject is sure to receive the protests of many botanists, 
who will hold that the book is overbalanced in favor of morphology and classification. 
Yet this text is probably a fair expression of the equipment which the average bota- 
nist brings to his class room, for physiology has not been accorded in this country the 
treatment which it deserves, and ecology is just establishing itself. So it is chiefly 
with respect to its morphological sections and the classifications that the book must 
be judged. 

Professor Campbell's reputation in these fields assures a comprehensive treatment of 
morphology and a thoroughly scientific classification. We do not know of any text 
where a student may find so concisely expressed the salient characters of important 
types and groups. The treatment of the spermatophytes deserves especial mention. 
There is unfortunately a lack of uniformity in the use and the endings of the names 
of certain subdivisions, particularly the orders. 

The most serious criticisms of the book are such that betoken haste in the writing 
and carelessness in proofreading. The subdivisions of the chapters do not seem to be 
well thought out. There are an extraordinarily large number of typographical errors 
not only in spelling but also mistakes in referring to figures. In the reviewer's copy 
the pages from 208-226 are sadly mixed, a blemish for which of course the publisher 
is responsible. 

Bradley M. Davis. 

The University of Chicago. 
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